
Hello Anneslie,
Politics… Some winners and some

losers. Enough of that. Moving on.
Aside from ACA events, it’s been a

quiet several months in the neighborhood.
Kids are back in school, almost for whole
weeks at a time. Or at least so I’m told
since my two kids are away at college. I
saw Facebook posts of the Stoneleigh
Elementary School Sock Hop which
looked like great fun. I was pleased to see
many parents offering up that extra
poodle skirt for those in need. In fact, I’ve
seen a lot of Facebook posts with
neighbors helping neighbors. Thanks to
everyone involved. That’s what make
Anneslie such a great place to live.

If you haven’t noticed, we’re seeing
new businesses moving into spaces along
York Road. A shout out to Jim Craig
(Allstate Insurance) for his work on the
property at the corner of Dunkirk Road.
His efforts have greatly improved the
look and his willingness to allow our
Anneslie Community sign to remain is
very much appreciated. And another
thank you to Dr. Jesse Ritter and family
for their continued sponsorship of many
community activities. November 9 saw
the first food truck set up on York Road
between Anneslie and Dunkirk. I very
much enjoyed the delicious lemongrass
chicken bibimbap and kale spring rolls
from The Green Bowl and look forward
to other visiting trucks.

Fall is the time of year the ACA hosts
its biggest events. It started with the
Annual Picnic where residents enjoyed
lots of delicious food provided by all their
great Anneslie neighbors. Several
families in the 700 block of Dunkirk Road
hosted the Halloween parade and related
festivities. And November saw the
Annual Community Meeting where we
spotlighted our neighborhood businesses
along York Road. Thanks to all those who
volunteered and contributed to these
successful events. More information and
photos can be found in this edition of the
Anneslie Times.

And lastly, don’t forget that the
ACA’s Holiday activities will be kicking
off soon. Please come visit Santa as he
makes his annual pre-Christmas visit to
my house and decorate your home’s
exterior for our judges. We also do our
best to decorate select street sign posts
and the Anneslie Community sign on
York Road. If you’d like to help, please
email me at president@anneslie.org. As
always, you can find information about
ACA activities at our website
www.anneslie.org.

I hope you all have a wonderful
Holiday season and enjoy whatever
holiday traditions you choose to celebrate.

Rick Kiegel, President
Anneslie Community Association

The President’s Corner
December

2016
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Anneslie Community Association (rev. 5/16)

Block Captain Liaison - Rachel Rock Palermo, rachel@rachelrockphotography.com

BLOCK CAPTAINS
Anneslie Road  Overbrook Road
518 Lucy Poliakova (410) 900-6322 525  Amy/Fred Kline  (410) 377-6392
629 Andy/Emma Dalton (410) 377-6089 625 Melanie Pyne  (410) 853-7509
700 Maria Brown  (410) 377-7875 730  Michele/Christopher Howe  (410) 296-5388

Dunkirk Road     Regester Avenue
501 Michael Smith (410) 377-2373 531  Ellen/Jim Sheridan  410)  377-3066
621 Kristin/Tom Fan                        (410) 377-0409 611   Sue McGovern  (410) 377-7948
723 Gail Vernick & 703 Jesse Kaplin  713  Wendy Faraone  (410) 377-0296
   (410) 377-2541
Murdock Road      Windwood Road
527 Karen Buch (410) 377-3080 518   Mary Carol/Bob Venanzi  (410) 377-4918
607 Donna Schultz (410) 377-4432 608   Stephanie Dieter  (410) 377-5168
707 Jen Hudak (410) 868-6100

PRESIDENT Rick Kiegel  (410) 372-0258, president@anneslie.org

VICE PRESIDENT Scott McGovern  (410) 377-7948, vicepresident@anneslie.org

SECRETARY Julie Kromkowski  (410) 377-4254, secretary@anneslie.org

TREASURER Robert Fisher  (410) 206-4810, treasurer@anneslie.org

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Julia Calkins (410) 372-0258
Rob Hardesty (410) 377-2074
Ted Hull (COP Chair) (410) 377-6611, cop@anneslie.org
Mark Lewandowski  (410) 377-2206
Pedro Sales  (410) 609-4177
Kate Feiring - Communications  (410) 598-2005, communications@anneslie.org,
         directory@anneslie.org
Lisa Bergstrom - Newsletter Editor (410) 370-3453, newsletter@anneslie.org
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500 Overbrook
Nathan Brian Esders arrived on August 24. Meredith,

Brian, and big sister Emma are all thrilled.

600 Overbrook
Allison and Chuck Battenfeld (636) are expecting a

baby in January to join big brother, Andrew!  Congratula-
tions!!

Lots of coming and going on the 600 Block of Over-
brook.  We will all miss the Vogel, Henry, Swartz, Coppo-
la and Collins Families and hope they come back to visit

often, especially at Block parties!!   In the meantime, we
welcome....

· Meghan and Jim (613), who moved over from
Rodgers Forge with their two boys, Carter (4) and
Owen (2).

· Melissa and Alex  (609), who moved here from
Central PA. Alex is finishing his fellowship and
will start his residency at University of Maryland.
Melissa is a pharmacist at St. Joseph’s Hospital.

· Chris and Sarah (626), who moved here from
Patterson Park. Sarah is from from Havre de Grace

and Chris from Catonsville. They are happy to
move to the ’burbs to start a family.

· John and Laura (629), who also moved here from
Rodgers Forge with their two boys, Johnny (2) and
Paul (6 mo), and a very cute dog named Charlie.

700 Overbook
The 700 block of Overbrook enjoyed a festive Hallow-

een!  It was wonderful seeing all the little ones and some
that were not so little dressed up and enjoying themselves.

500 Anneslie
The 500 block of Anneslie is

saddened that a long-time Annes-
lie resident, Anne Springer of 505
Anneslie Rd. passed away in Au-
gust at Stella Maris.  Anne and her
husband, John had purchased their
house in 1947 from the original
owners who also were named
Springer. Her daughter, JoAnne
Springer Matschulat of Anneslie,
said Anne was an accomplished
baker known for her graham
cracker bars, coconut cake and
chocolate fleck cake — a yellow
cake with flecks of chocolate,
topped by a whipped-cream icing.
Anne was also active with the
church and school of St. Pius and
loved to travel. Our deepest con-
dolences to her family.

600 Anneslie
The 600 Block of Anneslie

warmly welcomes Nala the pup-
py. Nala is loved by Katie, Matt, Sophie and Lila Filling
(619) and she is quickly making many new friends in the
neighborhood. Also, congratulations to Karen James (604),
whose daughter, Mara, got married in October.

700 Anneslie
The 700 Block of Anneslie extends a warm welcome

to Joe and Johanna Seymour and their daughters Charlotte
and Lina, who moved into 733 Anneslie in the late summer.
We hope they enjoy our wonderful neighborhood!

continued on page 4

Block News
Rachel Rock Palermo is the Block Captain Liaison.  Contact your Block Captain or
Rachel at rachel@rachelrockphotography.com with block news.

700 block of Overbrook



4

Block News
continued from page 3

500 Dunkirk
We have a new neighbor!

Jonathan William Hodge, son of
Will and Lynn Hodge (506), was
born at 6:29 a.m. on November
12, 2016, weighing 7 lb 5.8 oz
and measuring 20 3/4 inches in
length.

600 Dunkirk
Cary, Kyle and Howard

Smedley attended the St. Paul’s
School Athletic Hall of Fame
Celebration on October 15,
where Howard’s dad and Kyle’s
grandad was inducted. Howard
W. Smedley ’41 earned 13 varsi-
ty letters for football, basketball

and lacrosse, including lettering in varsity foot-
ball as an eighth-grader. He was selected as the
school’s top athlete in his senior year and even
found time to excel in track, broad jump and
shot put. In 1940 and 1941, he was a defense-
man for the A conference Lacrosse champion-

ship teams. As noted in the program, the legacy continued
for two generations as Howard ’67 and Kyle ’05 (Louis D.
Clark Loyalty Cup, 2004 Lacrosse Championship team,
Twelve Sport Award, Football and Basketball Spirit
Awards) were outstanding athletes. Howard and Kyle were
presented with the award by Howard’s brothers and Kyle’s
uncles, Tom and David Smedley from Texas. All of the
Texas Smedleys attended the event and spent the weekend
in Anneslie enjoying the beautiful fall weather (much dif-
ferent from Texas!).

700 Dunkirk
The 700 block of Dunkirk acknowledges two awesome

athletic feats by the following neighbors:
· Congrats to Bobby Marshall (725) for successfully

running the Baltimore Marathon yet again!!
· Also, congrats to Annie Moglnicki (729) on making

the JV Soccer team at Towson High - way to go,
Annie!
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Annual Picnic
By Rob Hardesty

We were able to have another amazing Annual Picnic
on a beautiful Saturday afternoon in September, this time
held on the 500 block of Murdock. Thanks to membership
dues and efforts of tireless residents, we can say it continues
to be a resounding success.  We had a record-breaking
collection of annual dues, with well over 300 residents in
attendance. Thank you to the residents of the 500 block of
Murdock for hosting the Picnic. Thank you Marty Devaney
for organizing, arranging and performing the lively music.
Thank you to Karen James, Sarah Achenbach and the teenage

assistants for the wonderful face-painting experience. We
couldn’t continue to have such a fun experience without the
contributions of your Anneslie Community Association
annual dues. Thank you for your continued support.

Additional photos courtesy of Ted Hull appear on pages 4,
10 and 11.

Halloween Parade
By Melinda Timlen

As the night fell and in the true spirit of Anneslie, our
neighborhood ghosts and ghouls gathered for only treats, no
tricks this year.  We enjoyed pizza and cider and a fun photo
booth before the Great Pumpkin led the parade to trick or
treating.  Many thanks to the generous sponsors, Season’s
Pizza, Jesse Ritter, DDS, and Giant Food, for making the
fun possible.

Annual Meeting
By Lisa Bergstrom

Anneslie’s Annual Meeting took place on November 16
at the Idlewylde Hall, with more than forty people in atten-
dance.  ACA President Rick Kiegel moderated the meeting,
at which guest speakers addressed community members, the
Board heard community concerns, attendees voted to con-
tinue Board members in their positions, and five community
members volunteered for new Board positions.

The meeting kicked off with guest speaker Baltimore
County Councilman David Marks, who informed communi-
ty members that the Kingdom Worship Center has been

down-zoned so that it cannot be developed. The plan is for
it to be an office building with a buffer protecting Wind-
wood Road.  Marks mention that he is happy with the work
that has been completed at Stoneleigh Elementary School
and Dumbarton Middle School, and he is pushing to have
Towson High School rebuilt.  He addressed open space,
which is a big concern.  He announced that by 2018, there
will be eight new parks in this area; one of them, Radebaugh
Park on Aigburth Road already is moving forward.

The councilman also addressed the plans for a Star-
bucks on the west side of York Road at the intersection with
Regester Avenue.  Despite concerns about traffic, including
pedestrian traffic, the community has no formal role in
approving the plans because the zoning already is in place.

continued on page 12
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(dates subject to change)
New Neighbor Party March 12, 2016
Bowling Night April 9, 2016
Yard Sale April 30, 2016
Dumpster Day May 7, 2016
Cornhole Tournament June 11, 2016 (rain date, June 12, 2016)
Movie Night August 20, 2016
Anneslie Picnic September 17, 2016 (rain date, September 18, 2016)
Halloween Parade October 31, 2016
Annual Meeting November 16, 2016
Santa’s Visit December 12, 2016
Holiday Decorations Judging December 14, 2016

2016 Events Calendar

Upcoming Events
Santa Claus is coming to town! He’ll be at 519 Anneslie

Rd. from 6-8 p.m. on Monday, December 12. Come visit
with Santa!

Holiday Decoration Judging: The Board will be
judging exterior holiday decorations on neighborhood
homes and yards on the evening of December 14 and
selecting winners in different categories.  We look forward
to seeing your festive homes!

If you are a dues-paying member, want to receive
community information via email, and are not receiving
emails from Anneslie Community Association with the
subject line “ACA eNews,” please send an email to
kfeiring@anneslie.org.  We’ll add you to the list.  You also
can email us feedback and suggestions about ACA eNews.
We try to send only pertinent messages, and you can opt
out at any time.
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Brushing Up on Some Trivia
By Lisa Bergstrom

Usually we hear our neighbors when we talk to them
outside. Or invite them inside. Or call them on the phone.
But one neighbor you can hear twice daily, while you
brush your teeth (or your children brush theirs).  Fifth
grader Emma Dalton of 629 Anneslie Rd. is the host of
“Toothy Trivia,” a two-minute, twice daily podcast to
make brushing teeth more interesting and to help children
spend a full two minutes brushing.  It all started when
Emma, who wants to be an actress, met with actress Cate
Sheehy, whom her father Andy has worked with, to learn
more about the field.  Emma recalled that Cate told her
“she wanted to offer her a podcast” and “told her all about
it.”  Cate Sheehy co-produces Toothy Trivia with Jeremy
Paris on Podcast Playground,
www.podcastplayground.com.  Emma was “super interest-
ed” in the podcast, which runs for the length of time we are
supposed to spend brushing our teeth.

Toothy Trivia launched in September and since has
been downloaded more than 3,000 times.  More than
eighty percent of the downloads are in the U.S. (with
Maryland and California leading for number of down-
loads), but other top countries for downloads include Ger-
many, Japan, France, India, Chile, Ireland, the United
Kingdom, Canada, the Philippines, Hong Kong, China
Australia, Spain, Poland, Brazil, the Cayman Islands, Cos-
ta Rica, Greece, Israel, Pakistan, Myanmar, Italy and Saudi
Arabia.  Thinking about all those downloads, Emma said,
“it’s a weird feeling that other people might know my
name.”

Emma typically receives the scripts to review a few
days in advance of when she needs to record them, al-
though sometimes she does not receive a script until the
day before.  She records a couple, or as many as five, at a
time, depending on her schedule.  As is common these
days, Emma telecommutes, accessing the scripts in a
shared Google drive and recording the podcasts from the
comfort of her bedroom.  “They gave me a microphone
that blocks out all other sounds except for my voice.  I plug
it into my Mac computer” and use the GarageBand app to
record.

Emma likes that she learns from the scripts. “It’s cool
because sometimes in school or with my friends, we’ll be
talking about something random and I’ll add in this cool
trivia fact,” she said.  For example, “there was one about
interesting state laws, … like you can’t were spurs in a
hotel lobby” in Phoenix, Arizona.  The trivia “focuses all

over the world,” Emma explained.  Emma “likes hearing
the cool trivia in other countries,” such as “how they do
things in school in India.”  Sometimes she’s simply learn-
ing to say less common words.  “Sometimes there will be
hard words,” she said. “There was one episode on dino-
saurs.  They’ll give me pronunciations, youtube links.  I
read it before I say it and if there’s a hard word I’ll ask my

mom or dad and
sometimes I like
to write my own
pronunciation.”

Emma didn’t
always want to
be an actress.
“When I was in
preschool and
starting elemen-
tary school, I
wanted to be a
doctor, dentist or
nurse, but I
didn’t like
blood.”  Next,
she considered

becoming an artist but felt that she’d “have to get a little
better at drawing.”  She recognized that she “likes being
around other people, being loud, and sharing her
thoughts.” She thought acting would be a good fit, stating:
“I’m not afraid to express who I am, express myself in
different ways.”  Plus, she recalled, “when I was little
dancing around the living room, my parent used to say,
‘Emma, we need to put you on a stage.’”

Emma’s top priority still is school; she’s waiting to
launch her career until after college.  In the meantime, in
addition to this podcast, she has participated in improv
club, which she found “challenging” and “really fun,” and
she served as a correspondent for Wacky News, a news
program on Podcast Playground geared at children.  “I got
the opportunity to interview these kids who’ve been living
on a boat for eight years,” she explained. “They gave me
questions and I got to ask some of my own questions,” she
recalled.  The three children in the family had been “sailing
around the world” with their parents, never experiencing
winter and never being more than ten feet from each other.
Emma said it was “really cool to hear about someone who
is different from you and compare your own lifestyle.”

Photo courtesy of Andy Dalton
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143 New Trees Planted This Month
in Towson Neighborhoods!

By Beth Bone Miller

With help from our watershed organization, Bluewater
Baltimore, the Green Towson Alliance successfully plant-
ed 133 healthy new trees in our neighborhoods. Fourteen
of them were planted in Anneslie.  The trees are mostly
canopy shade trees, which will grow taller than 50 feet and
provide environmental, social and economic benefits to
our communities. Red Oaks, Willow Oaks, Red Maples,
Tulip Poplars, Black Gum, Seviceberry, River Birch and
American Holly were popular choices. When the only
available planting spots were close to overhead wires, the
shorter “understory” Redbuds and American Dogwoods

were used. Here are the numbers and the GTA organizers
for all the neighborhoods this fall:

· Anneslie 14, led by Beth Miller

· Knollwood/Donnybrook 11, led by Shannon Mc-
Donald

· Stoneleigh 14, led by Carol Newill

· Towson Manor Village 21, led by Joe LaBella

· West Towson residential properties 27, led by
Wendy Jacobs

· West Towson’s Pickersgill Retirement Communi-
ty 46, led by Wendy Jacobs

Best wishes to the new trees, their new owners, and all the
volunteers who made this happen!

__________________

’Tis the Season
By Sarah Van Tiem

To be green, that’s what ’tis. The Queen of Green wants
to know what holiday, if any, you celebrate in dim, dark
December. No matter which, consider lightening it up with
some good old-fashioned sustainability.

Here at the Palace, we celebrate Christmas. We try to
do it up in the most sustainable, least carbon-intensive
fashion. For example, the Queen uses holly branches from
the shrubbery that will not die to decorate packages and our
advent wreath. The bright red berries are so festive (but
poisonous – no snacking!). Bonus: free!  Another goal: use
as little wrapping paper as possible. The Queen re-uses it,
much to the royal offspring’s amusement and/or
embarrassment, or cleverly avoids it, for example, by
wrapping the Prince’s gift in a new t-shirt.

Now, some facts and encouragement. Encouragement
first: every smidge helps. For example, according to
National Geographic, if everyone in the U.S. used two feet
less ribbon every year, it would save up to 38,000 miles of
the stuff. Whoa. No idea who did the measuring on that
one, but the Queen approves.

Sadly, here is a horrible holiday fact: between
Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day, people in our beautiful
country generate a million—a million—additional tons of
garbage (EPA). That’s a lot of disposable plates, giftwrap
and leftover latkes.

continued on page 10



By Lisa Bergstrom

We’re lucky to have a couple restaurants in our neigh-
borhood.  But have you ever wished that another dinner
option would magically appear?  Neighbor Dawn Jones had

that wish, and when “no one volunteered to do anything
about it,” she made it happen.  It took “a lot of calls and
emails,” but now the Green Bowl Food Truck,
www.thegreenbowlfoodtruck.com, has parked on the 6600
block of York Road (just past Dr. Ritter’s) three Wednes-
day evenings in a row from 5-8 p.m.

The new dinner option has been popular.  Dawn saw
it as “a nice break” for “moms and dads who’ve been
working all day” to be able to walk down and pick up
dinner.  It’s also a “way to support community based
stuff.”  The Green Bowl’s kitchen is on Sherwood Road,
at the other end of our neighborhood.  At this point, there
is no set plan going forward for a food truck regularly
coming to Anneslie.  There may be other food trucks in
the future, such as Nailah’s, which is based nearby in
Govans.  The food truck or trucks may stick around for
the winter, or return again in the spring.  For now, Dawn
posts the Wednesday night plan on the Anneslie Face-
book page and nextdoor.com.

The Green Bowl promote itself as a “Gourmet Balti-
more area food truck striving to make a positive impact

on both the community and your taste buds” and offering
“Asian/Latin-inspired food that’s green.”  The bowls, bags
and utensils offered are compostable. The truck offers a take
on mofongo, a traditional Puerto Rican food with a mashed
plantain base, and two variations on bimibap, a traditional

Korean hot pot rice dish, as
well as spring rolls and tos-
tones (fried green plantains
with Old Bay sauce).  The
bimibap ($12) includes mari-
nated bean sprouts, pickled
carrots, sautéed zucchini, the
option of a fried egg, and ei-
ther lemongrass chicken, lem-
ongrass pork, beef bulgogi, or
the vegetarian option of sau-
téed mushroom.  For $11, the
green bowl is a variation that
replaces the bimibap’s rice
with organic spinach and
mixed greens and a soy ginger
vinaigrette.  The mofongo
($10) is “fried, unripened plan-
tains mashed with garlic and
bacon, topped with stewed to-
mato sauce and your choice of
chicken or mushroom.”  Veg-
an options are available, and
the mofongo is gluten free.

9

Food Truck in Anneslie
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more photos from the picnic

’Tis the Season
continued from page 8

What about trees, you ask?  They are a dilemma for
Christmas celebrants, for sure. The National Christmas Tree
Association reports that in 2012 (most recent survey), over
17 million Christmas trees were grown in the US. About
55,000 grew here in the Old Line State.

Before you feel too bad about tree carnage, remember
that Christmas trees are grown as a crop. Planted, harvested,
and replanted. The average Christmas tree grows seven years
before sacrificing itself for our holiday pleasure (NCTA).
That’s years of cleaning the air, stabilizing the soil, and
providing habitat and food for wildlife.

It’s not ideal, of course. Ideal would be to forgo a
holiday tree and decorate a houseplant. Better yet, buy a
living tree to plant in your yard, or your parents’ yard or
your friend’s estate.

A few words about artificial trees—they’re not really
an environmentally sound alternative. Yes, they last multiple
years. But, most of them have needles made with PVC
(polyvinyl chloride). PVC is a major source of dioxins—
chemicals that cause a host of health problems.  And those
convenient tannenbaums come mostly from China—not a
country known to protect its workers or natural resources.
Just think of all the carbon it takes to bring those trees from
China to Charm City.

Finally, the Queen urges you to contemplate what
happens to cast off real or artificial trees. Baltimore County
collects your de-decorated Christmas tree to become mulch
for thrifty gardeners. Alas, your artificial tree goes to the
landfill, where it hangs out with last year’s cast off trees,
and the year before that’s….

On that happy note, we can all make December kinder
to our planet and neighbors in so many ways. Here are a
few:

· Ditch wrapping paper for comics, re-usable grocery
bags (two gifts in one!), ribbon-only wrapping,
t-shirt-wrapping…get creative, People! Also,
please remember that the lovely, metallic-y gift-
wrap is NOT recyclable. Sorry.

· “Precycle” by giving consumable gifts (such as
food, drink, lotions and potions) or experiences
(movie or theater tickets, cooking classes) or ser-
vices (gift certificates for dreaded household tasks,
massage, quality time).

· Switch old-fashioned holiday lights to LEDs. Tar-
get and Amazon sell nice, warm, non-blinding ones
now. Also! Last year, you could recycle dead lights
at MOM’s Organic Market. The Queen hopes this
year’s the same.  (Find out at Earth911.com.)

· Minimize disposable party goods (at least plates
and cups). Washing up is in fact a royal pain.
However, think about the people who come after
us. We’re gifting them such a junked-up planet.
Besides, children make excellent dishwashers.
Train ‘em young.

· If you’re buying a tree, buy a live one, or one
grown here in Maryland. Help make a Maryland
farmer’s holiday brighter.
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Anneslie Citizens on
Patrol

Would you like to make a difference in your
community? Volunteer for the Anneslie Citizens On Patrol!
The Anneslie COP is a great way to get involved with a
worthwhile community initiative having a very minimal
time commitment! We work closely the Towson Precinct
of the Baltimore County Police and with the COP programs
of our neighboring communities.

Volunteers with Anneslie's COP Program patrol the
streets of our neighborhood. Their job is to report suspicious
activity and help local law enforcement officers keep our
neighborhood safe. Volunteers are asked to participate in

one 1.5 hour shift approximately every 7 weeks, although
you may certainly do more if you desire. Shifts take place
on Friday and Saturday nights, with an early and a late shift.
The early shift is from 9:30 - 11 PM and the late shift runs
from 11 PM - 12:30 AM. You can request the shift you
prefer! If you prefer daytime shifts, or shifts during the
week, let us know!

You can volunteer with your spouse or another
neighbor/friend. What a nice way to help the community
and spend some time together. If you're an Anneslie resident
and would like to volunteer to help our COP, or you're
looking for the latest copy of our COP Schedule, please send
an email to cop@anneslie.org, or contactCOP@verizon.net.
Our COP coordinator will contact you and get you on the
schedule!

More
photos

from the
picnic
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Annual Meeting
continued from page 5

Meeting attendees brought to Marks’s attention that
there seems to be a recent increase in crime without an
increase in police patrols.  Marks will request additional
patrols, and he encourages more people to joint Commu-
nity on Patrol (COP).  The councilman also was thanked
for the Windwood Road parking permits, which had an
immediate effect.

Guest speaker Delegate Steve Lafferty spoke next
and reported that he has been involved in three local
initiatives.  One is a memorial to Baltimore County resi-
dent who served and died in Afghanistan and Iraq, anoth-
er is Radebaugh Park, and the third is Towson Manor

Park, where he is helping expand the physi-
cal footprint, create more open space and
replace some equipment.  He also addressed
the aging, overcrowded high school building.
Lafferty encouraged residents to contact our
representatives to get planning money into
the Capital Budget. There is a Facebook
page, Families for a New Towson High
School, and @THSNewIn22.

Lafferty informed attendees that, for the
first time in 2018, we will be able to elect
school board members.  Also, Towson Uni-
versity has a new president who is very inter-
ested in ensuring that the university is part of
the community.  A community member sug-
gested access to the recreational facilities
when school is not in session.  And, for some
of our smallest locals, the bees, legislation
passed that will prohibit the sale of pesticides
with neonicotinoids.

The meeting spotlighted York Road
businesses.  In attendance were Jim Craig of
Allstate Insurance, Beth from Gordon Flo-
rists, Beth from Sass Salon, Ken from
Stoneleigh Lanes, Tammira from The Cube
co-working space, and Stephanie from Waist
Not Want Not.  Chuck Connelly Insurance
and Chair of Towson Chamber of Commerce
did not attend, but provided information
about Winterfest.

The Board addressed active community
concerns.  First, the parking garage is being
constructed on the existing site behind
Drumcastle Center, not on the Kingdom
Worship Center property.  Second, we are
working hard with the county on drainage
issues, and options are being considered to

increase the capacity of the existing pipes.

The Board reported that the website has been reinvig-
orated and we now update it regularly.  Also, we now
have a PayPal option for paying dues, and 316 families
have paid dues this year.  And, we raised almost $2,200
for the Banner Boosters project.

Attendees approved the continuation of Board mem-
bers Rick Kiegel, Scott McGovern, Pedro Sales, Julie
Calkins, and Ted Hull in their positions. The Board is
excited to welcome new members Gigi Fisher, Ted Fehs-
kens, Beth Miller, Wayne Schmidt, and Brent Clemmons.
Board members serve three-year terms, which can be
renewed.

The new directory will publish in early 2017.
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